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the useful. No race can prosper till it learns that there is as much dignity in till-
ing a field as in writing a poem. It is at the bottom of life we must begin, and not
at the top. Nor should we permit our grievances to overshadow our opportunities,

To those of the white race who look to the incor ing of thase of foreign birth
and strange tongue and habits for the prosperity of the South, were I permitted,
I would repeat what I say to my own race, “Cast down your bucket where you
are.” Cast it down among the eight million Negroes whose habits you know,
whose fidelity and love you have tested in days when to have proved treacherous
meant the ruin of your firesides. Cast down your bucket among these people who
have without strikes and lahor wars tilled your fields, cleared your forests, builded
your railroads and cities, brought forth treasures from the bowels of the earth,
and helped make possible this magnificent representation of the progress of the
South. Casting down your bucket among my people, helping and encouraging
them as you are doing on these grounds, and, with education of head, hand, and
heart, you will find that they will buy your surplus land, make blossom the waste
places in your fields, and run your factories. While doing this, you can be sure in
the future, as in the past, that you and your families will be surrounded by the
most patient, faithful, law-abiding, and unresentful people that the world has
seen. As we have proved our loyalty to you in the past, in nursing your children,
watching by the sick bed of your mothers and fathers, and often following them
with tear-dimmed eyes to their graves, so in the future, in our humble way, we
shall stand by you with a devotion that no foreigner can approach, ready to lay
down our lives, if need be, in defense of yours, interlacing our industrial, com-
mercial, eivil, and religious life with yours in a way that shall make the interests
of both races one. In all things that are purely social we can be as separate as the
fingers, yet one as the hand in all things essential to mutual progress,

There is no defense or security for any of us except in the highest intelligence
and development of all. If anywhere there are efforts tending to curtail the fullest
growth of the Negro, let these efforts be turned into stimulating, encouraging,
and making him the most usefu] and intel igent citizen, Effort or means so
invested will pay a thousand per cent interest. These efforts will be twice blessed
—"Blessing him that gives and him that takes.”

There is no escape through law of man or God from the inevitable:

The laws of changeless justice bind
Oppressor with oppressed;

And close as sin and suffering joined
We march to fare abreast.

Nearly sixteen millions of hands will aid you in pulling the load upward, or they
will pull, against you, the load downward, We shall constitute one-third and more
of the ignorance and crime of the South, or one-third its intelligence and
progress; we shall contribute one-third to the business and industrial prosperity
of the South, or we shall prove a veritable body of death, stagnating, depressing,
retarding every effort to advance the body politic.
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Gentlemen of the Exposition, as we present to you our humble effort at an
exhibition of our progress, you must not expect overmuch. Starting thirty years
ago with ownership here and there in a few quilts and pumpkins and chickens
(gathered from miscellaneous sources), remember, the path that has led from
these to the inventions and production of agricultural implements, buggies, steam
engines, newspapers, books, statuary carving, paintings, the management of drug-
stores and banks, has not been trodden without contact with thorns and thistles.
While we take pride in what we exhibit as a result of our independent efforts, we
do not for a moment forget that our part in this exhibition would fall far short of
your expectations but for the constant help that has come to our educational life,
not only from the Southern states, but especially from Northern philanthropists,
who have made their gifts a constant stream of blessing and encouragement.

The wisest among my race understand that the agitation of questions of social
equality is the extremest folly, and that progress in the enjoyment of all the priv-
ileges that will come to us must be the result of severe and constant struggle
rather than of artificial forcing. No race that has anything to contribute to the
markets of the world is long, in any degree, ostracized. It is important and right
that all privileges of the law be ours, but it is vastly more important that we be
prepared for the exercise of those privileges. The opportunity to earn a dollar in
a factory just now is worth infinitely more than the opportunity to spend a dollar
in an opera house,

In conclusion, may I repeat that nothing in thirty years has given us more hope
and encouragement, and drawn us so near to you of the white race, as this oppor-
tunity offered by the Exposition; and here bending, as it were, over the altar that
represents the results of the struggles of your race and mine, both starting practi-
cally empty-handed three decades ago, 1 pledge that, in your effort to work out the
great and intricate problem which God has laid at the doors of the South. vou shall
have at all times the patient, sympathetic help of my race; only let this be con-
stantly in mind, that while, from representations in these bu ings of the product
of field, of forest, of mine, of factory, letters, and art, much good will come, yet far
above and beyond material benefits will be that higher good, that, let us pray God,
will come in a blotting out of sectional differences and racial animosities and sus-
picions, in a determination to administer absolute justice, in a willing obedience
among all classes to the mandates of law. This, coupled with our material pros-
perity, will bring into our beloved South a new heaven and a new earth.

—_—

My VIEW OF SEGREGATION Laws
In all of my experience I have never yet found a case where the masses of the
people of any given city were interested in the matter of the segregation of white
and colored people; that is, there has been no spontaneous demand for segrega-
tion ordinances. In certain cities politicians have taken the leadership in intro-
&znm:m such segregation ordinances into city councils, and after making an
appeal to racial prejudices have succeeded in securing a backing for ordinances
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which would segregate the Negro people from their white fellow citizens. After
such ordinances have been introduced it is always difficult, in the present state
of public opinion in the South, to have any considerable body of white people
oppose them, because their attitude is likely to be misrepresented as favoring
Negroes against white people. They are, in the main, afraid of the stigma,
“Negro-lover.”

It is probably useless to discuss the legality of segregation; that is a matter which
the courts will finally pass upon. It is reasonably certain, however, that the courts in
no section of the country would uphold a case where Negroes sought to segregate
white citizens. This is the most convincing argument that segregation is regarded
as illegal, when viewed on its merits by the whole body of our white citizens,

Personally I have little faith in the doctrine that it is necessary to segregate the
whites from the blacks to prevent race mixture. The whites are the dominant race
in the South, they control the courts, the industries and the government in all of
the cities, counties and states except in those few communities where the
Negroes, seeking some form of self-government, have established a number of
experimental towns or communities,

I have never viewed except with amusement the sentiment that white people
who live next to Negro populations suffer physically, mentally and morally
because of their proximity to colored people. Southern white people who have
been brought up in this proximity are not inferior to other white people. The
President of the United States was born and reared in the South in close contact
with black people. Five members of the present Cabinet were born in the South;
and many of them, I am sure, had black “mammies.” The Speaker of the House
of Representatives is a Southern man, the chairman of _mum__:m committees in
both the United States Senate and the Lower House of Congress are Southern
men. Throughout the country to-day, people occupying the highest positions not
only in the government but in educption, industry and science, are persons born
in the South in close contact with the Negro.

Attempts at legal segregation are unnecessary for the reason that the matter of
residence is one which naturally settles itself. Both colored and whites are likely
to select a section of the city where they will be surrounded by congenial neigh-
bors. It is unusual to hear of a colored man attempting to live where he is sur-
rounded by white people or where he is notwelcome, Where attempts are being
made to segregate the races legally, it should be noted that in the matter of busi-
ness no attempt is made to keep the white man from placing his grocery store, his
dry goods store, or other enterprise right in the heart of a Negro district. This is
another searching test which challenges the good faith of segregationists.

It is true that the Negro opposes these attempts to restrain him from residing
in certain sections of a city or community. He does this not because he wants to
mix with the white man social y. but because he feels that such laws are unneces-
sary. The Negro objects to being segregated because it usually means that he will
receive inferior accommodations in return for the taxes he pays. If the Negro is
segregated, it will probably mean that the sewerage in his part of the city will be
inferior; that the streets and sidewalks will be neglected, that the street ___mrz:m
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will be poor; that his section of the city will not be kept in order by the police and
other authorities, and that the "undesirables” of other races will be placed near
him, thereby making it difficult for him to rear his family in decency. It should
always be kept in mind that while the Negro may not be directly a large taxpayer,
he does pay large taxes indirectly. In the last analysis, all will agree that the man
who pays house rent pays I; ge taxes, for the price paid for the rent includes pay-
ment of the taxes on the property.

Right here in Alabama nobody is thinking or talking about land and home seg-
regation. It is rather remarkable that in the very heart of the Black Belt where the
black man is most ignorant the white people should not find him so repulsive as
to set him away off to himself, If living side by side is such a menace as some peo-
ple think, it does seem as if the people who have had the bulk of the race ques-
tion to handle during the past fifty years would have discovered the danger and
adjusted it long ago.

A segregated Negro community s a terrible temptation to many white people.
Such a community invariably provides certain types of white men with hiding-
places—hiding-places from the law, from decent people of their own race, from
their churches and their wives and daughters. In a Negro district in a certain city
in the South a house of ill-repute for white men was next door to a Negro denom-
inational school. In another town a similar kind of house is just across the street
from the Negro grammar school, In New Orleans the legalized vice section is set
in the midst of the Negro section, and near the spot where stood a Negro school
and a Negro church, and near the place where the Negro orphanage now oper-
ates. Now when a Negro seeks to buy a house in a reputable street he does it not
only to get police protection, lights and accommodations, but to remove his chil-
dren to a locality in which vice is not paraded.

In New Orleans, Atlanta, Birmingham, Memphis—indeed in nearly every
large city in the South—I have been in the homes of Negroes who live in white
neighborhoods, and I have yet to find any race friction; the Negro goes about his
business, the white man about his, Neither the wives nor the children have the
slightest trouble.

White people who argue for the segregation of the masses of black people
forget the tremendous power of objective teaching. To hedge any set of people
off in a corner and sally among them now and then with a lecture or a sermon
is merely to add misery to degradation, But put the black man where day by day
he sees how the white man keeps his lawns, his window how he treats his wife
and children, and you will do more real helpful teaching than a whole library of
lectures and sermons. Moreover, this will help the white man, If he knows that
his life is to be taken as a model, that his hours, dress, manners, are all to be
patterns for someone less fortunate. he will deport himself better than he would
otherwise. Practically all the real moral uplift the black people have got from
the whites—and this has been great indeed—has come from this observation of
the white man’s conduct. The South to-day is still full of the type of Negro with
gentle manners. Where did he get them? From some master or mistress of the
same type.
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Summarizing the matter in the large, segregation is ill-advised because

L. It is unjust.

2. It invites other unjust measures.

3. It will not be productive of good, because practically every thoughtful Negro
resents its injustice and doubts its sincerity. Any race adjustment based on injus-
tice finally defeats itself. The Civil War is the best illustration of what results
where it is attempted to make wrong right or seem to be right.

4. It is unnecessary.

5. It is inconsistent. The Negro is segregated from his white neighbor, but
white business men are not prevented from doing business in Negro neighbor-
hoods.

6. There has been no case of segregation of Negroes in the United States that
has not widened the breach between the two races. Wherever a form of segrega-
tion exists it will be found that it has been administered in such a way as to embit-
ter the Negro and harm more or less the moral fibre of the white man. That the
Negro does not express this constant sense of wrong is no proof that he does not
feel it.

It seems to me that the reasons given above, if carefully considered, should
serve to prevent further passage of such segregation ordinances as have been
adopted in Norfolk, Richmond, Louisville, Baltimore, and one or two cities in
South Carolina.

Finally, as I have said in another place, as white and black learn daily to adjust,
in a spirit of justice and fair play, those interests which are individual and racial,
and to see and feel the importance of those fundamental interests which are com-
mon, so will both races grow and prosper. In the long run no individual and no
race can succeed which sets itself at war against the common good; for “in the
gain or loss of one race, all the rest have equal claim.”

Sources: (1) Excerpt from “Atlanta Exposition Address,” delivered in Atlanta, Georgia,
September 18, 1895, reprinted in Washington, Up from Slavery: An Autoblography (New
York: Doubleday, Page, 1900); and (2) "My View of Segregation Laws,” New Republic 5, no.
57 (December 4, 1815), pp- 113-14.
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William Monroe Trotter and the Boston Guardian

The most bitter critic of Booker T. Was ington was William Monroe Trotter
(1872-1934). Born in Springfield Township, Ohio, Trotter received his B.A.
degree from Harvard, mn&:n::m magna cum laude in 1895, and earned his M.A.
from Harvard the following year. Trotter hated all forms of racial segregation and
believed that Washington was nothing less than a traitor to his people. Trotter’s
publication, the Boston Guardian, became a leading voice for black radicalism.
With W, E. B. Du Bois he initiated the Nia gara Movement in 1905. Trotter was
active in the Negro American Political League from 1908 to 1913, Trotter’s con-
frontational style created as many enemies as friends, yet his ideas were instru-
mental in the development of the modern black freedom moverment.

—

Under the caption, “Principal Washington Defines His Position,” the Tuskegee
Stuclent, the official organ of Tuskegee, prints the institute letter in which Mr.
Washington said: “We cannot elevate and make useful a race of people unless
there is held out to them the hope of reward for right living. Every revised con-
stitution throughout the southern states has put a premium upon intelligence,
ownership of property, thrift and character.” This little sheet begins by saying that
the letter “appeared in all of the important papers of the country on Nov. 28, Tt
has been unstintingly praised from one section of the country to the other for its
-clarity and forcefulness of statement, and for its ringing note of sincerity.”
Although such words are to be expected from the employees of the school they
are for the most part only too true. It is true that, although the letter was sent to
the Age Herald of Birmingham, Alabama, it appeared simultaneously “in all the
important papers of the country.” Then its effect must be admitted to have been
greater than if any other Negro had written it, for admittedly no other Negro’s let-
ter could have obtained such wide publicity. If it had in it aught that was injuri-
ous to the Negros welfare or to his manhood rights, therefore, such worked far




