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Phys 24 
Final paper 
Due by noon, Friday Dec. 18 
 
For this final assignment, you will dig deeper into some topic related to climate 
change.  This could be a topic that we haven’t covered in class, or it could be 
something that we touched on in class but that you will explore at a deeper level.  In 
either case, you should aim to synthesize ideas and information from a number of 
different sources. 

Once you have chosen your topic, the most important part of your paper is the thesis 
statement.  I cannot emphasize this strongly enough.  If you don’t have a clear thesis 
that is driving your argument, your paper won’t be very good.   Although it may sound 
overly prescriptive, your paper must start with a relatively short first paragraph 
(definitely well less than a page) that culminates in a clear thesis statement.   Don’t 
make me guess about what your conclusion will be; it should be apparent at the 
outset.   

Your paper should include a properly formatted bibliography at the end, citing all of 
the sources you use.  I’m not particular about which format you use, but be consistent.  
There are plenty of guides available for citing references and formatting bibliography, 
so I encourage you to look those up and use one of them.  If you’re not sure what to 
use, search for “MLA style”. 

I encourage you to use figures to support your thesis.  It is quite acceptable to use 
figures from your sources, as long as you credit them properly.  Each figure should 
have a figure number (so you can refer to it in the text, e.g. “as Figure 2 shows”) and a 
short explanatory caption that includes a credit. 

Some specific parameters: 

• Target length is 8–10 pages, double-spaced, 12-point type, not counting figures 
or bibliography.   This isn’t a hard limit, but it shouldn’t be much shorter or 
longer.  

• Your thesis should be clear by the end of the first paragraph.   

• Include a bibliography at the end with a full citation for each of your sources.  

• Turn your paper in to the box outside my office (SC 123) by noon Friday Dec. 
18.  



As noted in the second paper assignment, one way to find information is to follow up 
on references from the IPCC reports – you have seen that the end of each chapter of 
the report has a lot of references, so those could lead you toward studies of interest.   
Note that the mandate of the IPCC is to be policy relevant (giving decision-makers 
information they need) but not policy prescriptive (not telling them what to do).  That is 
not your mandate.  I encourage you to a take a position and defend it.  It doesn’t have 
to be extreme or controversial, but it should be clear what you think after assessing the 
available information, and you should use sources to support that position.   Although 
we have focused mostly on the physical science part of the IPCC reports (working 
group 1), remember that there are working group reports on both impacts and 
mitigation, so feel free to look at those if they are relevant for your topic.  

 

Keep in mind the College’s rules on plagiarism (see Section I.B. under Statement of 
Student Rights, Responsibilities, and Code of Conduct in the Student Handbook).  An 
excerpt is below, and it sums up the rules succinctly.  In short, when in doubt, cite the 
reference! 

“Fear of being charged with plagiarism need not inhibit anyone from appropriately 
using another's ideas or data in a piece of writing. Even direct quotation frequently 
serves as an effective device in developing an argument. Academic honesty requires 
only that writers properly acknowledge their debts to other authors at least by means 
of quotation marks, footnotes, and references, if not also with in-text phraseology like 
"Einstein argued in 1900 that..." or "As Melville implies in Chapter 3 of Moby-Dick...." 
Such usage is fully within the tradition of forthright academic work.” 

 


