
Phys 24 
Communicating science 
Due at or before the beginning of class, Tuesday Dec. 8 

One of the goals of this class is for you not only to understand the scientific consensus 
behind climate change, but also to be able to communicate clearly and effectively 
about it.  In particular, it’s important to be able to understand and respond to some 
commonly held misconceptions about what we do and don’t know about climate 
change.  To that end, this assignment asks you to research one of those 
misconceptions and to create a short video of yourself explaining what the science says 
about that issue.  

The website Skeptical Science (whose tagline is “Getting skeptical about global 
warming skepticism”) has a list of “Most used climate myths (and what the science 
really says)”, viewable here: http://www.skepticalscience.com/argument.php.  For each 
myth listed there, the website has resources explaining the science.  Choose one of 
those as the basis for your video.  (There are 176 items in their list, so it’s likely that 
almost anything you encounter will be on that list; if you’d like to choose a different 
topic, please see me first.)  

Parameters of the assignment: 

• It is due on or before the last day of classes, Tuesday Dec. 8. 

• You should shoot for a target length of about one minute.  Three minutes is a 
hard upper limit, i.e. it cannot be longer than that, nor shorter than 30 seconds.  

• You are allowed to have other people in your video if you want, as long as they 
give their consent.   But if other people from our class are in your video, they still 
have to make their own video as well.  

• If you want to use props in your explanation, that’s fine, but the emphasis should 
be on your explanation.  

• Video shot with a cellphone is fine.  If you need technical help making the 
recording, let me know.   

I will evaluate your video based on the following criteria: 

• Accuracy of the science. 

• Clarity of your explanation.  

• The two points above are the main criteria, but secondarily I may be influenced 
by how clever, creative, or compelling your presentation is.  I will not grade 
based on production values (i.e. how “slick” or high-tech your presentation is) as 
long as they don’t detract from understanding it (e.g. if the lighting is so poor I 
can’t really see you, or if I can’t hear you, then that may influence the grade).  


