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Please turn in both your paper and a printed copy of the article that you 
are summarizing.  
 
For this assignment, you will choose a technical article that you will summarize in your 
own words.  It should relate to the content of the course and should present a 
challenge for you to understand.  I have suggested some possible sources of articles 
below.  If you choose an article from a different source, please check with me first (and 
feel free to check with me in any case as you’re considering possibilities).  

As with the first paper, the main goal of this paper is to summarize a technical article in 
your own words.  This means reading the article several times, looking up words and 
ideas with which you are not familiar, and making sure you understand what was done 
and what conclusions were possible.  Try to take a critical look at what was reported.  
What are they basing their conclusions on and how certain can they be about these?  
Although you may find it useful to check other references to gain some perspective on 
the work being reported, it is not required that you do so.  There is no prescribed 
length for your paper, but you probably cannot do a good job in less than four double-
spaced pages. 

I encourage you to use this assignment as a way to explore a topic that you might 
choose for your final paper.  The final paper will be more about synthesizing ideas from 
different sources than about summarizing.  But the first step toward synthesizing is 
understanding your sources, so this can give you a head start.   

Possible sources of articles:  Science, Nature (or any of its specialty publications like 
Nature Climate Change or Nature Geosciences), American Scientist, or Physics Today.  
The magazine Scientific American has some acceptable articles, but they have started 
to aggregate a lot of short-form content from other sites on their website, so if you 
choose something from there, be sure it is a substantial article.  Another way to find 
sources is to follow up on references from the IPCC reports – you have seen that the 
end of each chapter of the report has a lot of references, so those could lead you 
toward articles of interest.  

 



Keep in mind the College’s rules on plagiarism (see Section I.B. under Statement of 
Student Rights, Responsibilities, and Code of Conduct in the Student Handbook).  An 
excerpt is below, and it sums up the rules succinctly.  In short, when in doubt, cite the 
reference! 

“Fear of being charged with plagiarism need not inhibit anyone from appropriately 
using another's ideas or data in a piece of writing. Even direct quotation frequently 
serves as an effective device in developing an argument. Academic honesty requires 
only that writers properly acknowledge their debts to other authors at least by means 
of quotation marks, footnotes, and references, if not also with in-text phraseology like 
"Einstein argued in 1900 that..." or "As Melville implies in Chapter 3 of Moby-Dick...." 
Such usage is fully within the tradition of forthright academic work.” 

 


