BYT {'VE BEEN SAVIN' TO MAKE A
DOWN PAYMENT AND PAY RENT
N0, NO, | WON'T LET YOU DOWN

BENNY (To USNAVY)
Yo, HERE'S YOUR CHANCE, ASK
HER OUT RIGHT HOW!

VANESCA
['LL SEE YOU LATER WE CAN LOOK
AT THAT LEASE! (She hangs up.)

BERJ»_W (To USNAVT)
DO SOMETHIN, MAKE YOUR MOVE,
DON'T FREEZE-

UucNAvl
HEY!

VANESCA
YOU GWE ME A BOTTLE OF COLD
 GRAMPAGHE.

L uenav

“ARE YOu -MOVING?

"VAMEQQA .
- JuST ALITTLE CREIT CHECK AND
m ON THAT oowmowu TRAIN

HOUSE.

VANEGGA
OKAYL

BEMNY
{under his brecth, to SONNY}
DSNAVI, ASK HER OUT.

CONNY
NO way!

VANECSA
ViL SEE YOU LATER, SO . ..

(VANESS;& waits a moment,
before exiting. USNAYT misses
the moment.}

BENNY

GOW, SMOOTH GPERATOR, AW
DAMN, THERE SHE 60!

Y0, BRD, TAKE FIVE, TAKE A
WALK OUTSIDE!

YOU LOCK EXHAUSTED, LOST,
DON'T LET LIFE SLIGE! .
THE WHOLE HOOD IS STRUGGLING,
TIMES ARE TIGHT, -

AND YOURE STUCK TO. THIS

. CORKER' LIKE A STREETLIGHT'

(Exnts.)

CHOKING ON THE HEAT

THE WORLD SPINS AROUND

WHILE {'M EROZEN TO MY SEAT
THE PEOPLE THAT 1 KNOW

ALL KEEP ON ROLLING DOWN THE
STREET

BUT EVERY DAY IS DIFFERENT

$0 M SWITCHIN' UP THE BEAT
CUZ WY PARENTS CAME WITH
NOTHING

THEY GOT A LITELE MORE

AND SURE, WE'RE POCR, BUT YO,
AT LEAST WE GOT THE STORE
AND 7% ALL ABOUT THE LEGACY
THEY LEFT WITH ME, IT'S DESTINY
AND OE DAY I'LL BE ON A BEACH
WITH SONNY WRITING CHECKS

0 NE

COMMUNITY
IN THE HEIGHTS | HANG MY FLAG
UP QN DISFLAY

USNAVS
WE CAME TO WORK AND TO LIVE

. AND WE GOT A LOT N COMMON.

. COMMUBITY

T REMINDS ME THAT | CAME -
FROM MILES A\_!_ﬂ'AY.(

CueKiavi
DR, PR, ws 4RE NOT srome‘.

- %r?_a‘f;h@ H

COMMUMTY
W THE HEIGHTS
QOH,

oo,

OOH.

ABUELA CLAUDIA
EVERY DAY, PACIENCIA ¥ FE.

L—

USNAVY
UNTIL THE DAY WE 6O ROM
POVERTY TO STOCK OPTIONS.

USKAVI/PIRAGUA GUY/
VEIGHBORS

MY FAMILY CAME FROM MHES
AWAY -

COMMUMITY

N THE HEIGHTS

{7 GETS MORE EXPENSIVE EVERY
DAY

AND TOMIGHT i¢ SO FAR AWAY-

LSNAV)
BUT AS FOR A48, Ko PANA,

COMMUNITY YA GOTTA JUST KEEP WATCHIN'
1§ THE HEIGHTS, —
{VE GOT TODAY. USNAVI

YOU'LL SEE THE
LeAVL LATE NIGHTS,
AND TODAY'S ALL WE GOT, SO WE | YOU'LL TASTE
CANNOT STOR BEANS AND RICE
THIS 1S QUR BLOCK THE SYRUPS AND

: SHAVED (CE,

COMMUNITY L AIN'T GONNA
1l THE HEIGHTS, SAY iT TWICE.
{ HANG MY FLAG UPON DISPLAY

COMMUNITY
PIRAGUA GLY N THE HEIGHTS
10 LE L0 LE L0 LAV LAY L0 LEf IN THE HEIGHTS

. u'me HEIGHTS

COMMUNITY
T REMINDS ME THAT | CAME ucNAVE
FROM MILES AWAY! $0 TURN-UP THE

STAGE LIGHTS,

© THEY SAY, "YOU'RE GOIHG

WE'RE TAKIN' A FLIGHT
10 A COUPLE OF DAYS  © -
IN THE LIFE OF WHAT TS LllCE

ALL
EN WASH!NGTON HEIGHTS!

% % % '=z=

BREATHE *'

PIRAGUA GUY ¢ L
SIGUE ANDANDO EL CAMING. paz
TODA SU WDA. RESPIRA

MIMA
BREATHE.

COMMUNITY
¥ & PIERDES MIS HUELLAS QUE
008 TE BENDICA. ‘
RESPIRA,

NINA )
THIS 16 MY STREET.
| SMILE AT THE FACES
rvexuowuaumuramw :
REGARD ME WITH BRIBE: .~ "~
- AND EVERVONE'S SWEET,

puacest”




- THE KD couu»ﬁ WACK IT, $HE'S
sncxmsas‘swmwm
SSLOW '
~ WELCOME uom;.
. Jusrmsms i

COMMUMETY

SIGUE ANDANDO ELCAMING POR '_ g

 TODA SU VIDA,
RES‘PIEA-‘ ’

NINA

JUST BREATHE-

COMMUNITY

Y $f PIERDES MIS HUTLLAS QUE
DIOS TE BERDIGA.

RESPIRA-

NINA

AS THE RADIO PLAYS OLD
FORGOTTEN BOLEROS

1 THINK OF THE DAYS WHER THiS
CITY WAS MINE

| REMENMBER THE PRAISE

- COMMUNITY
- TEADORY

TE QUIERD .
RESEIRAL

R&PIMI s
NIMA
SOWHKFDOISAYTOTHESE
FACES THAT i USED TO ¥NOW?
"HEY, I'M HOME?"

NEIGHBOR LADY
MIRA NINA

MINA
HEY . ..

COMMUNITY

NO ME PREOCUPD POR ELLA

MiNA

THEY'RE NOT WORRIED AROUT ME

|| “THE ONE WO ALWAYY
| - MADE THE GRADE
| e mvss t suouw t-mve JusT

S’TAYED HOME

I COMMU&_]FTY .

FLASIDALATAUA. . . .
ARLAR, AR
HIRA NINA

NikA

WHEN | WAS A CHILD | STAYED
WIDE AWAKE, CLIMBED TO THE
HIGHEST PLACE, ON EVERY FIRE
ESCAPE, RESTLESS TO CLIMB

COMMUNITY
RESPIRA. . .
NiNA
1 GOT EVERY SCHOLARSHI
SAVED EVERY DOLLAR,
THE FIRST TO 60 TO COLLEGE,
HOW DO | TELL THEM WHY
¥™ COMING BACK HOME,
WITH MY EYES ON THE HORIZON

J!JSTMEANDTHEGWB ASKING,
GEE NINA, WHAT'LL YOU BE?

STRAIGHTEN THE SPINE.

“§MILE FOR THE NEIGHBORS.

EVERYTHING'S FINE.
EVERYTHING'S COOL,

THE STANDARD REPLY,
“LOTS OF TESTS, LOTS OF

REC
- SMILE, WAVE GOGDEYE,

AND PRAY TO THE SKY, OM GOD...
ANT WHAT WILL MY PARENTS
SAY?

COMMURITY
NiNA. ..

MiINA
CAK { GO N THERE AND SAY,

COMMUNITY
NINA . ..

NiNA
*t KNOW THAT I'M LETTING YOU
DOWN ...

ABUELA CLAUDIA
NA ..

MiuA
JUST BREATHE . . .

B ok %k % sk

BENNY'C DISPATCH

BENNY

CHECK ONE TWO THREE. CHECK
OMNE TWO THREE.

THIS IS BENNY ON THE DISPATCH.
YO,

ATENCIGN, YO, ATTENTION,

IT's BENNY, AND I'D LIKE TO
MENTION

'™ ON ‘THE MICROPHONE THIS
HORNIN

HONK YA HORN IF YOU WANT IT.

GKAY, WE GOT TRAFFIC 08 TH
WEST SIDE :
GET OFF AT 79TH, AND TA!(E
LEFT SIDE
OF RIVERSIDE DRIVE, AND Ya
MIGHT SLIDE

WEST END'S YA BEST
YOU CATCH THE LIGHTS
AND DON'T TAKE THE DEE!

MANNY RAMIREZ 1S iN TOWN THIS
WEEKEND .
SORRY DOMINICANS, TAKE

ROUTE EiGHTY-SEVEN, YOU AIN'T
GETTING BACK IN AGAIN .

HOLD UP A MINUTE . . .

NiNA
BENNY, HEY-

BEMNY
HiNA, YOU'RE HOME TODAY!

NINA
ANY SIGN-

BENNY
OF YOUR FOLKS, THEY'RE ON
THER way!

MInA
ARYWAY-




