
CHAPTER 16 

s-1-L-1-c-o-N-E Inject-Ear I Silicone 
Injections 
In American Sign Language (ASL) Gloss and English 

Raymond Luczak 

above-lights-open-down 
f-1-u-o-r-e-s-c-e-n-t 
audiology clinic {all-around} 
e-e-r-i-e 

walls c-e-m-e-n-t floor 
l-i-n-o-1-e-u-m 
tall-plant corner fake 

audiology-person {wander-
back-and-forth-by-my-side} 
p-o-w-d-e-r something 
1-i-q-u-i-d stir-stir-hard c-u-p 

{scoop-up-mixture-from-cup 
slender-cylinder 
push-mixture-inside} audiology-
person {tilt-my-head} 

{strains-hard-inject-mixture-
into-ear-canal} feel cold 
shiver-up-both-my-arms 

me close -eyes suffer 
i-c-e shock 

The audiology clinic is fluorescent 
a gray white light that breathes 
no shadow. 

The walls are cement, the floor 
linoleum. 
Even the tall plant in the corner 
is fake. 

She moves in and out of my 
vision, 
stirring up powder and liquid in a 
plastic cup. 

She spoons and forces the gelled 
mixture into 
a large baster before she tilts my 
head. 

The coolness of silicone injected 
deep 
into my ear canals shivers rivers. 

I close my eyes and absorb 
the thrill of hypothermia. 
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me-awaken {try-wriggle-ears-
opening-mouth-moving} 
ears feel warm same-same 
m-i-t-t-s 

me-wait-wait s-i-1-i-c-o-n-e 
ear become hard 
become e-a-r-m-o-1-d future 

audiology person {pull-back-
ear-caref u 1-pu II-out-silicone 
wipe-off} e-a-r-w-a-x 

silicone-impressions} two 
drop-inside b-a-g name mine 
those-two gone fine 

strange {impressions-stuck-
in-ears} hear nothing perfect 
clinic cold but {ears-pressed} 
hear nothing home warm 

Note 

Awakening, I wriggle my ears 
back. 
My ears are now warm as mitts. 

Minutes pass as the silicone 
hardens, 
future clamshells of what I should 
hear. 

She carefully pries out each 
impression, 
taking away remnants of 
cerumen. 

As she seals each in a tiny bag 
with my name, 
I say goodbye to these babies. 

Cradled inside my ears, their coos 
had been 
the only thing breathing in the 
clinic. 

ASL gloss is simply using English words and ASL idioms in the ASL sign 
order. Just to be clear: there is no standardized ASL gloss system at 
all. It is impossible to convey even a fraction of all the rich nuances of 
an ASL sentence on paper. For instance, there are no mentions of the 
location for each person (or animal) referenced in the signing space, 
the spatial relationships between these people, the sign dialects, and 
so on. 
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