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Phonetics 
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Exercise 1: 
 
Transcribe each of the following words into IPA, according to the way you 
pronounce it. (E.g.: ooze [uz]; crime [kraɪm].) Don’t forget to mark stress on 
multisyllable words. 
 
a. just b. Thomas c. pneumonia d. easy e. though 
f. civic g. unicorn h. Esther i. thought j. phoning 
 
Exercise 2: 
 
These English words have been transcribed into IPA; decode the transcriptions 
by writing the words in normal English spelling. (Example: [fɹik] freak.) 
 
a. [hit] b. [stɹok] c. [fez] d. [ton] e. [skɹim] 
f. [ˈpɹitʃɚ] g. [sɪksθs] h. [kɹæk] i. [wɪŋ] j. [dʒʌŋk] 
 
Exercise 3: 
 
For each of the following phonetic descriptions: If the sound described is used in 
English, give the IPA symbol that represents that sound and give an example of a 
word that contains it. If the sound is not used in English, say so, and give the 
symbol and description of a sound that is used in English that differs from it in 
only one of the listed features. 
 
a. voiceless bilabial fricative b. voiced velar stop  
c. alveolar approximant d. palatal lateral 
e. high front rounded tense vowel f. voiceless uvular stop 
g. velar nasal h. mid back rounded tense vowel 
i. low front unrounded vowel j. voiceless velar fricative 



Exercise 4: 
 
Write the following IPA transcription in ordinary English spelling: 
 
[fəˈnɛɾɪks ɪz ðə ˈstʌdi əv spitʃ saʊndz] 
 
…and transcribe the following sentence into IPA according to the way you 
would pronounce it (don’t forget to mark stress on multisyllable words!): 
 
You know quite a bit about language by now. 
 
Exercise 5: 
 
List the phonetic feature(s) that distinguish each set of sounds in Column A from 
the corresponding set in Column B. (I.e., what feature do all the Column A 
sounds share that all the Column B sounds don’t?) 
 
 A B 
a. [p t k s f] [b d ɡ z v] 
b. [s ʃ tʃ] [f θ h] 
c. [p b m] [t d n k ɡ ŋ] 
d. [i ɪ u ʊ] [e ɛ o ɔ æ ɑ] 
e. [m n ŋ] [b d ɡ] 
f. [i e u o] [ɪ ɛ ʊ ʌ] 
g. [f v s z ʃ ʒ] [p b t d tʃ dʒ] 
h. [i ɪ e ɛ æ] [u ʊ o ɔ ʌ ɑ] 
i. [m w n l ɹ j ŋ] [b v d z ʒ ɡ] 
j. [u ʊ o ɔ] [ʌ ɑ i ɪ] 
 
Exercise 6: 
 
For each of the following pair of sounds, state whether they have the same 
manner of articulation, and state the manner or manners of articulation for each. 
 
a. [h ʔ] b. [ɹ w] c. [m ŋ] d. [ð v] e. [ɾ d] 
f. [f ʃ] g. [k θ] h. [s ɡ] i. [j w] j. [j dʒ] 
 
Exercise 7: 
 
Do Exercise 9 on pages 90–91 of Language Files, the one about identifying 
consonants from pictures of their articulations. Discuss any uncertainties or 
alternative answers you may have. 
 
 


